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The Sherwood Dog Training Club (SDTC) was formed in 2003, 
 with official status as a non-profit corporation established in 2006.  

We also have Tax Exempt status with the IRS as a 501(c)4.   
We received our notice that we have become an  

AKC Licensed Club in August of 2008.   
  

 

 
Join Zoom Meeting  

Wednesday, June 2nd, 2021 
7:00pm 

 
Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88463191226?pwd=aytmcnE2

Q2FRNUxnMGZEZUoyQUpIUT09 
 

Meeting ID: 884 6319 1226   
Passcode: 521539 

 
Jill Faulmann, Secretary, SDTC 



 

 

 

For a complete Look at all AKC upcoming Agility, 
Obedience, Rally and Tracking Events 

 
Events:  https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search 

 

     Cancellations:  https://www.akc.org/sports/event-cancellations/ 

 
 

https://webapps.akc.org/event-search/#/search


 

 

Dog Days Dog Training 
7206 NE 37th Ave., Unit A 

Vancouver, WA 98665 

NOSEWORK with instructor Jett Wyatt 
 

INTRO TO NOSEWORK 

This class is designed for the dog that has not yet been introduced to odor. Using primary 
rewards (food or a special toy), we let your dog discover the joy of searching. Emphasis is on 
building the foundation of independence, confidence, and drive that will carry forward when 
odor is introduced. 

CONTINUING NOSEWORK 

This class is for any dog that has been introduced to odor. Dogs of any level are welcome and 
searches will be appropriate for their experience. Pairing of odors with a primary reinforcer is 
both allowed and encouraged when appropriate. 

Emphasis in the CONTINUING NOSEWORK class is on increasing your dog's skills, 
confidence, drive and independence so your dog learns to understand and solve problems 
with minimal guidance. Handlers will observe dog behavior as it relates to the search, learn to 
recognize when a assistance is needed (or not), practice leash handling, and work towards 
becoming a team with your dog. It is highly likely that hide placement, environmental effect, 
search strategies and other factors affecting a search will also be discussed. 

Classes are based on the National Association of Canine Scent Work (www.NACSW.net) training 
protocols. Dogs will run 2-3 searches per class. Limited to a maximum of 7 dogs (a minimum of 4 
dogs required to hold class). 

Dogs will need to be crated outdoors or secured in your car between searches. Only one dog at a 
time will be in the search area, so this class is suitable for dog reactive (but not dog aggressive or 
people aggressive) dogs. Handlers are required to observe other dogs as they work in order to 
improve their observation skills and handling techniques. 

CONTACT: Jett Wyatt, 301.807.1250 or jett@olfactory-nosework.com 

Tuition is $150 for a 6-week session. Please make checks out to "the OlFactory", Paypal 
Jett@olfactory-nosework.com, or Venmo @Jett-Wyatt 

Registration Form: https://www.dogdaysnw.com/dogdaysregistrationform.pdf 

INTRO TO NOSEWORK Saturdays 4:30 - 6:00 p.m. 

• June 12 - July 17 

INTRO TO NOSEWORK Saturdays 6:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

• June 12 - July 17 



 

 
  

Upcoming 2021 Trials: 

 

August 14 & 15 Sherwood Dog Training Club 

Rally Trials, Cash Arena, Sherwood, Oregon 

Information, Premium List and online Entry system on the clubs website at this address 

https://www.sherwooddtc.org/services 

 

August 27, 28, 29 Mt Bachelor Kennel Club 

Obedience and Rally Trials, NOC Region 8 Qualifying Events 

Deschutes County Expo and Fairgrounds, Redmond, Oregon 

Premium List Attached and will soon be on the clubs website 

Online entry system on the MBKC site at this address 

https://mbkc.org/end-of-summer-obedience-trial/ 

 

 

October 23 & 24 Sherwood Dog Training Club 

Obedience Trials, Cash Arena, Sherwood, Oregon 

Premium List and online Entry system still pending 

SAVE THE DATES 

 

Jill Faulmann, Trial Secretary for these 3 events 
 

https://www.sherwooddtc.org/services
https://mbkc.org/end-of-summer-obedience-trial/


 

 

Here is the Link to the Website for the full premium list 
https://mbkc.org/end-of-summer-obedience-trial/ 
 
  

https://mbkc.org/end-of-summer-obedience-trial/


 

Premium List Coming Soon 

Portland Kennel Club Invites You to Stumptown 2021 

July 24, 25 and 26, 2021 At the Expo Center 
See you at Stumptown 

 
We look forward to hosting this year’s event with as few changes as possible to make this dog show 
as seamless as we can. 
 
We will be allowing indoor reserved grooming and providing an opportunity for vendors to return so 
that you can purchase your favorite products. 
 
There will be some items that we will not be able to recreate this year.   
There will be no spectators or food concessions indoors.   
Bring a chair for ringside while you are showing, chairs would encourage spectating so no ringside 
chairs will be supplied. 
 

• Masks Required Indoors 

• No Spectators 

• Indoor Reserved Grooming Allowed 

• Vendors will be Allowed 

 
We hope that you will come to Stumptown to exhibit your wonderful four-legged friends and share 
the weekend with us. 
 
There may be additional revisions as things change rapidly these days so check with us 
at www.portlandkennelclub.com or the Portland Kennel Club Facebook page. 

  

 Warm Up Ring 

Obedience/Rally Warm up area. 

There will be an obedience/rally warm up area near the obedience rings. 
The fee is $5.00 for Five minutes of ring time. Sign up with ring monitor at ring side and sign waiver. 

The area will be ring-gated, with matting and jumps for use.  Rally signs are not offered for this area. 

Food and toys will be permitted in the warm up ring.  (Food cannot be attached to any gating, jumps 

or left in the ring after use.) 

CGC and CGCA Testing. 

Canine Good Citizen (CGC) and AKC Community Canine (CGCA) testing will be offered on Friday, 

Saturday and Sunday from 10:00 am to 2:00 PM.  The testing fee will be $10.00 per dog.  This fee is 

for testing only and does not cover any title or other fees requested by the AKC. 

CGC and CGCA Testing will be held in the area near the obedience and rally warm up ring. 

 
Barn Hunt Introductory Rat-n-Go Clinic 

July 22 – 24, 2016 

Pre-entries close July 10th, or enter day of show. 

For more information:  www.riverratbarnhunt.com, 503-397-0882, Joatney@gmail.com 

 

 

http://www.portlandkennelclub.com/
http://www.riverratbarnhunt.com/
mailto:Joatney@gmail.com


 

 

 
AKC Sanctioned 4 & Under 6 Months Puppy Competition 

Sunday July 24th, entry fee is $15 per puppy.  

Ring and show times will be posted in the Judging Schedule when entries close, July 6th.  

 
Fastest Recall Competition 

Saturday, July 23rd, during the lunch break in the Obedience Warm Up ring. 

Entry fee is $1.00 per run, contestants may run more than once, time permitting. 

The competition will run for 45 minutes or less.  

A full description is available in the premium list. 

See how fast your dog is under distractions! 

  



 

 
 

 
 
 
 

UKC class updates:  Submitted by Susanne McClain 

 

This is the seventh in a series of overviews of changes to classes being offered at UKC obedience 

events. This will introduce Precision Heeling. It is a new non-licensed class. Clubs are not required 

to offer the class. The owner or any other person may handle the dog in this class. Please go to the 

UKC website for a full and complete explanation of the class and how it is scored. 

Precision Heeling Exercises Maximum Points 

1. Diagonal Heeling     40 points 

2. Circle Heeling with Stand    40 points 

3. Rectangle Heeling     40 points 

4. Circle Heeling with Down    40 points 

5. Pattern Heeling      40 points 

Total Points               200 points Exercise Maximum Points 

Upcoming UKC Shows 
 

Oregon: 

6/11/21 - CORNELIUS - CANINE ACTION PACK - RALLY ONLY 

6/12/21 - CORNELIUS - CANINE ACTION PACK - RALLY ONLY 

6/13/21 - CORNELIUS - CANINE ACTION PACK - RALLY ONLY 

Washington: 

6/12/21 - SPOKANE - LILAC CITY DOG TRAINING CLUB 

6/13/21 - SPOKANE - LILAC CITY DOG TRAINING CLUB 
 
 

Home | United Kennel Club (UKC) 

United Kennel Club (UKC) is an international dog registry celebrating bonds, rewarding 

ability, and preserving the value of a pedigree. 

www.ukcdogs.com 

 



 

 

Ring Set Up: 

The ring must be 40’ wide by 50’ long. There must a 360-degree circle drawn in the center of the 

ring that has diameter of 20’ across. 

There will be 2 rectangular areas that are 12’ by 6’ at the far end of the ring opposite the afore 

mentioned circle. 

Page 64 of the UKC Obedience Rulebook has facsimiles of the ring lay out and heeling patterns. 

1. Diagonal Heeling. The judge or steward will direct the handler to the location in the ring on one 

of the diagonals where the heeling exercise will begin. The handler then places the dog sitting in 

heel position. There will be no tape lines or markings designating the diagonal heeling exercise. 

The judge will order “Forward.” The handler may give a command and/or signal instructing the 

dog to heel. The handler will move at a normal pace with a smooth, natural gait on the diagonal of 

the ring and toward the other diagonal end of the ring. The judge will order an “About Turn” at the 

end of the diagonal and the handler will turn to the right so that the dog will have to travel the 

greater distance. The handler will continue back over the same path on the diagonal. When the 

handler reaches the initial starting point, the judge will order “About Turn.” 

The handler will execute an about turn and the judge will order “Fast.” The handler will 

approximately double their pace until they are almost to the other side of the ring where the judge 

will order “Normal” followed by an “About Turn.” The team will execute an about turn and the 

judge will order a second “Fast.” The handler will approximately double their pace until they are 

almost to the other side of the ring where the judge will order “Normal” followed by an “About 

Turn.” 

After the final about turn, the judge will order “Slow” followed by “Normal” and “Halt.” When 

the order “Halt” is given, the handler and dog should be approximately half-way down the 

diagonal. The handler and dog will stop, and the dog will automatically sit promptly in heel 

position. 

2. Circle Heeling with Stand. The Circle Pattern will be used for this exercise. The handlers will be 

moving clockwise around the outside of the circle, as close to, but without touching the circle 

markings. The judge or steward will direct the handler to the location in the ring where the circle 

heeling will begin at the designated starting line. The handler will stand closest to the circle with 

the dog sitting in heel position. 

Upon the “Forward” order from the judge, the handler will command and/or signal the dog to heel. 

The dog and handler will go clockwise around the circle and will complete one full circle before 

the judge orders the handler to “Stand your Dog.” The handler, without pausing or breaking heel 

position, will command and/or signal the dog to “Stand” and the handler will continue forward for 

approximately one quarter of the circle where the judge will order “About Turn.” 



 

The handler will execute an about turn and will walk counterclockwise back toward the dog. The 

handler will pass the dog on its left side and will continue walking around the circle at a normal 

pace. When the handler has walked approximately another quarter of the circle, the judge will 

order an “About Turn.” 

The handler will perform an about turn, and upon reaching heel position with the dog will, without 

stopping, pausing, or slowing their pace, command and/or signal the dog to heel. When the team 

has gone at least one quarter of the circle, the judge will then order a “Halt.” 

3. Rectangle Heeling. When performing the corners while under the “Slow Forward” command, 

for the rectangle heeling exercise, corners must be executed as a pivot and not a turn. The team 

must be as close to the marked lines of the rectangle as possible without crossing over them. 

The judge or steward will direct the handler to the designated starting line that starts with the 

rectangle on the left, where the heeling will begin. The handler will sit the dog in heel position. 

The judge will order “Forward-Slow” and the handler will command and/or signal the dog to heel. 

The handler’s pace must be half speed of their regular normal gait. When the team comes to the 

first corner, they will make a left pivot and continue in the slow pace, to the next corner, where 

they will make another left pivot. The team will continue heeling and performing a left pivot at the 

next two corners. As the team completes the pivot on the fourth corner, the judge will order 

“Normal. 

The handler will immediately change back to their normal pace as the team continues to heel. 

After reaching the first corner, the judge will order a “Left Turn” and the team will execute a left 

turn between the two rectangles until they reach the end between the two rectangles. 

The judge will then order a “Right Turn” so that the team will start heeling around the rectangle on 

the right. As the handler makes the right turn at the corner the judge will order “Slow.” The 

handler will immediately slow their pace to half speed of their normal pace and will continue 

heeling down the long side of the second rectangle until they reach the end where they will make a 

right pivot at the corner. 

The team will continue heeling and performing a right pivot at the next two corners. As the team 

completes the pivot on the fourth corner they will continue heeling slowly on a straight line until 

the team passes the end of the rectangles where the judge will order “Halt” and “Exercised 

Finished. 

4. Circle Heeling with Down. This exercise will be performed and scored exactly like the Circle 

Heeling with Stand except that the judge’s order will be “Down your dog” instead of “Stand your 

dog”. 

5. Pattern Heeling. The dog and handler will be heeling in a “Z” pattern in the ring. Before 

beginning this exercise, the handler will place the dog in a sit in heel position so the dog will be 

starting on the outside. 

The judge or steward will direct the handler to the location in the ring where the pattern heeling 

exercise will begin on one of the short sides of the ring. The judge will then order “Forward.” The 

handler may give a command and/or signal instructing the dog to heel. 



 

The team will heel forward about halfway down the short side of the ring where the judge will 

order “Halt.” The team will come to a complete stop with the dog sitting automatically at heel. The 

judge will order “Forward” and upon the team reaching the end of the ring the judge will order a 

“Pivot Right.” The dog and handler will make a 45° pivot to the right that will take the team down 

the center of the ring on a diagonal. 

When the team reaches the midway point, the judge will order “Circle Left.” The dog and handler 

team will perform a 360° circle in place to the left that, once completed, has the team moving 

forward in the same original direction. The judge will order a “Pivot Left” when the team reaches 

the end of the ring and the team will make a 45° pivot to the left. 

About midway down the short side of the ring the judge will order the team to “Halt.” The team 

will come to a complete stop with the dog sitting automatically in heel position. The judge will 

order “Forward.” and the team will continue forward until they reach the end of the ring, where the 

judge will order a “About U Turn.” 

The handler will turn to the left so the dog will have to pivot with the handler to execute the turn 

and remain in heel position. The team will continue heeling until they reach the end of ring, where 

the judge will order a “Pivot Right” and the dog and handler will execute a 45° pivot to the right 

that will take the team down the center of the ring on a diagonal. 

When the team reaches the midway point, the judge will order “Circle Right.” The dog and 

handler team will perform a 360° circle in place to the right that, once completed, has the team 

moving forward in the same original direction. The judge will order a “Pivot Left” when the team 

reaches the end of the ring and the team will make a 45° pivot to the left. 

About mid-way down the short side of the ring, the judge will order “Halt” and “Exercise 

Finished.” 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 
 

Canine Action Pack / UKC Trial Update 

DATES 

Fri, Jun 11 – Sun, Jun 13, 2021 

Secretary 
Angela Burns 
503.332.2663 
janlewis1217@outlook.com 

Chairperson 
Jan Lewis 
503.784.5135 
janlewis1217@outlook.com 

EVENTS OFFERED 

Rally Obedience 

LOCATION 

Trainers to the Rescue 
32400 SW Unger Rd 
Cornelius, OR 97113 
(Indoors) 
503.975.5448 

RALLY OBEDIENCE SCHEDULE 

 

Fri Trial Sat Trial 1 Sat Trial 2 Sun Trial 1 

Entries Open 6:15pm 8:00am 8:00am 8:00am 

Entries Close 6:45pm 8:30am 8:30am 8:30am 

Start Time 7:00pm 9:00am 9:00am 9:00am 

Rally Levels 1 - Master Sally Wells Cindy Leung Sally Wells Sally Wells 

Backup Judge Cindy Leung Sally Wells Cindy Leung Cindy Leung 

 

tel:5033322663
mailto:janlewis1217@outlook.com
tel:5037845135
mailto:janlewis1217@outlook.com
tel:5039755448


 

 

PRE-ENTRY FEES 

Event Entry Fee Notes 

Rally Obedience $20.00 $15 Jr Entry; $18 Second Entry, Same Dog, Same Trial 

DAY OF SHOW FEES 

Event Entry Fee Notes 

Rally Obedience $25.00 $15 Jr Handler 

Please Note: 
Current Covid protocols will apply. 
There will be no crating indoors. 
To minimize exhibitor wait times and to allow for move-ups, trials 1 and 2 on Saturday and Sunday 
will be held concurrently. Also, the rally classes will be run in reverse order, RO1 through RM. 
Starting at 9:00 am each day, the schedule will be: 
RO1(Trial 1) - South Ring, followed by... 
RO1(Trial 2) - North Ring, followed by... 
RO2(Trial 1) - South Ring, followed by... 
RO2(Trial 2) - North Ring, followed by...etc. 

Pre-Entry Deadline: 
Received by June 4, 2021 

Please send Pre-Entries to: 
Angela Burns 
2725 Main St 
Hillsboro, OR 97123 
503.332.2663 
janlewis1217@outlook.com 

tel:5033322663
mailto:janlewis1217@outlook.com


 

  

 

Rally Trials for 2021 are scheduled to be the August 14 & 15th.     

 

Judge is Don Rennick, Lake Stevens, WA 

Place is Cash Arena, Sherwood Oregon 

We are looking for Stewards for this trial. 

Interested contact: Ellie Wyckoff / elliew@teleport.com 

 

 

6-19-21 Sherwood Dog Training Club Intra-Club Match 

 
 
SDTC Obedience Match June 19th is still open for entries. 
 
Exciting news!  Washington County is now at low risk and here are the 
new guidelines as of today. 
 
You will not be required to wear a mask if you have been fully 
vaccinated. 
 
You do need to present proof of vaccination as per state and county 
guidelines or be asked to wear a mask if unvaccinated. 
 
Indoor capacity has also increased so everyone can crate indoors if 
you'd prefer. 
 
We're moving closer to normal but please do whatever you need to keep 
yourself safe. 
 
Hope to see you at the match! 
JANICE TSUCHIDA 

 



 

 
 
6-19-21 Sherwood Dog Training Club Intra-Club Match Entry Form  
 

Use separate entry for each dog  
 
• ENTRIES CLOSE 6-14-21 or when limits are reached Run order  
and other information will be emailed out to entrants on or before June 14, 2021  
 
 

Your Name: ________________________________________________________________________  
 
Address: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
  
e-mail: ____________________________________________________________________________  
 
phone(s)___________________________________________________________________________  
 
Dogs Call Name: _____________________________ Breed: __________________________________  
 

Class:   ❏ Beg Novice ❏Novice ❏Grad Novice ❏Open ❏Grad Open ❏Utility 

 
 Obedience Jump Height: ________ All runs $10: Amount enclosed for this dog: ____________  
 
By signing this entry form, the exhibitor agrees to the following.  
 

I hereby release the Sherwood Dog Training Club, Inc., the Owners of Cash Arena other animal owners, property 
owners, instructors, spectators, and/or any other participants from any and all liability for accidents, injuries 
and/or damages to me, my dog or property caused by participation in any activities including the period of time 
immediately prior to and/or immediately after the conclusion thereof so long as the animals are located on the 
premises designated for the activity. I understand that by participation, I am a joint venture participant and 
assume all liability for injury to my dog, my property or myself occasioned by this participation. This waiver shall 
be effective from the date of signing. To the best of my knowledge, I attest that I do not have or have symptoms of 
COVID-19 at the time of attending this event. I will not have knowingly been in contact with or exposed to any 
known carrier of COVID-19 within the past 14 days. I agree that I am attending this event entirely at my own risk 
and take full responsibility for my own health and safety during this event. I will not hold SDTC or any other 
person affiliated with the event in any way liable for any present or future COVID-19 exposure or illness incurred 
during or after this event. I agree to follow all SDTC, county, state and CDC rules and requirements to reduce 
spread and possible exposure to this virus.  
 
 
SIGNATURE____________________________________________________________________________________ DATE______________________________ 
 
 

 SEND ENTRY WITH FEES TO:  
JANICE TSUCHIDA 
205 SIXTH ST, LAKE OSWEGO, OR 97034 
 
 MAKE CHECK OUT TO SDTC 
 

 Questions? ga42@aol.com   

Contact Janice 

ga42@aol.com 



 

 
 
 
 
 

  (#69) 
 
 

 
 
Below is the next in a series of Random Tidbits of information (from me) in regards to the AKC Obedience 
Regulations. Knowledge of the Regulations provides you the power for… 
 

Saving Withdrawals from Your 200 Account 
 

Today’s Random Little Tidbit – Excusal vs. Release Reference Chart 
 
Back in the day the sport of obedience followed the conformation Dog Show Rules in many ways, especially in 
regards to excusals. When a dog(s) is excused in the conformation ring the number of dogs calculated in 
“competition” drops accordingly as that dog(s) is no longer being compared against others for the class 
award. This was also the way it worked in obedience for decades, following the Dog Show Rules. 

 
In June 1977 the Obedience Trial Championship (OTCH) was introduced with its own point schedule also 
based on dogs in competition to earn points towards the OTCH title. If a dog(s) in the Open B or Utility B 
classes were excused the OTCH points may have dropped accordingly based on the OTCH scales. Back then 
the excused dog(s), whatever the reason, were not factored into the dogs in “competition” for that class. 

 
As obedience evolved so did the thinking in calculating the number of dogs in competition. The Obedience 
Regulations introduced the concept of having a dog released vs. excused. Released dogs will count as dogs in 
competition. Excused dogs will not count as dogs in competition. It boils down to a dog is excused for a 
severe infraction of the Regulations; a released dog is a less severe infraction of the Regulations.  
See chart for details. 

 
Dogs are still excused in the AKC obedience ring along with dogs now being released. To help keep it straight 
in all of our minds for marking the Judge’s Book accordingly, the following chart was developed as a quick 
reference guide. The right-hand columns cite the Chapters and Sections in the Obedience Regulations where 
further information on the particular action may be easily verified. 

 
As a suggestion, print the chart then laminate the two pages back-to-back to protect it while on the judge’s 
table or in your briefcase. 

 
AKC Blog Address: https://akcobedrlyjudges.wordpress.com/about/  

Sign up to receive updates. 
John Cox, AKC obedience judge. dog-talk@comcast.net 
 
  

https://akcobedrlyjudges.wordpress.com/about/


  

- - - AKC OBEDIENCE - - - 
EXCUSAL vs. RELEASE REFERENCE CHART GUIDELINE 
© by John Cox dog-talk@comcast.net Page I 

When Excused State Reason – When Released Carry NQ to Total Score Box Do not state reason
 

 
JUDGE'S OBSERVATION DISQUALIFY RELEASE EXCUSE 

OPTION TO 
REJUDGE 

 

CHAPTER 
 

SECTION 
YES NO 

1. Dog blind - W/O USEFUL vision X    X 1 17 

2. 
Dog deaf - W/O USEFUL hearing 
May compete 

     
1 12 

3. Dog changed for cosmetic reasons X    X 1 17 

4. Dog attempts to attack a person in the ring X 
   

X 
1 
2 

17 
25 

5. Dog attacks a person in the ring X 
   

X 
1 
2 

17 
25 

6. Handler willfully interferes   X  X 1 18 

7. Handler abuses dog - report immediately 
  

X 
 

X 
1 
2 

6 
3 

8. 
Dog unfit to compete -or- 

Vet excusal in writing 

  
X 

 
X 1 17 

9. Lame - Irregularity of locomotion   X  X 1 17 

10. Dog Taped/bandaged/medical attachments   X  X 1 17 

11. 
Bitches in season – 

Bitches attractive to males 

  
X 

 
X 1 

14 

17 

12. Bench/trial committee excusal   X  X 1 17 & 17a 

 
 

 
13. 

Identification. Clothing may display the 

person’s name, the dog’s call name and/or the dog’s 

picture. Titles may not be displayed. Writing or 

graphics on the clothing must not be in poor taste 

or contain profanity. Clothing must not display 

any information that would be 
in conflict with a sponsor of the trial. 

  
 
 

See reminders 
on Page II 

  
 

X 

  
 

1 

 
 

10 

 
14. 

Hair - Permitted: eyes, ears or beard… 

May be tied back with elastic bands or 

small plain barrettes as in breed ring 

  

See reminders 
on Page II 

  
X 

  
1 

 
17 

15. 
Hair - Not permitted: dyed, chalk, powder, 

protection, adornment 

 See reminders 
on Page II 

 
X 

 
1 17 

16. Leash – fabric, leather, adequate length 
 See reminders 

on Page II 
 X  

2 16 

17. 
Collars - properly fitted and approved by 

the judge. No special training collars 

 See reminders 
on Page II 

 
X 

 
2 17 

18. 
Fear/nervousness – 
may be released depending on the extent 

 
X 

  
X 

2 

2 

3 

25 

19. 
Barking/snapping – 
may be released depending on the extent 

 
X 

  
X 2 25 

20. Foul ring - may be released 
 

X 
  

X 
2 
2 

3 
25 

 
21. 

Dog out of control or not under control - 

Uncontrolled behavior - excessive barking 

or running away 

  
X 

   
X 

1 

2 

18 

25 

22. 
Training in ring – excessive verbal 

commands 

 
X 

  
X 2 27 

 
23. 

NQ score for carrying or offering food in 

the ring. Release the team because the 

food is considered a training aid 

  
X 

   
X 

 

2 

 
3 

24. Handler wishes to leave the ring (HLR)  X   X 2 10 

25. Fix n’ Go  X   X 2 27 

 
26. 

Group – NQ does not return – 

NQ-R, Rough treatment by the handler, 

Failed the Sit portion 

  
X 

   
X 

 

3 
 

13 

 



 

  

- - - AKC OBEDIENCE - - - 
EXCUSAL vs. RELEASE REFERENCE CHART GUIDELINE 

Page II 

When Excused State Reason – When Released Carry NQ to Total Score Box Do not state reason
 

 

Equipment that does not meet the requirements of the Obedience Regulations CHAPTER SECTION 

Novice Equipment for the Ring: 
Identification See reminders below 1 10 

Leash See reminders below 2 16 

Collar See reminders below 2 17 

Open Equipment for the Ring: 
Identification, leash, collar same as in the Novice classes See reminders below 1 10 

Dumbbell See reminders below 4 11 

Utility Equipment for the Ring: 
Identification, leash, collar same as in the Novice classes See reminders below 1 10 

Scent articles See reminders below 5 8 

Gloves See reminders below 5 10 

Reminders: 
Can’t compete as is – which is the same as incorrect equipment – 

Let them get the right stuff - tag(s) on collar remove/tape it etc... 
Stuff happens, we need to remember we’re there to help each other while maintaining the integrity of “sport.” In the end it is 
“sport” not life or death, no body dies and we don’t need to wound spirits in the process. 

Obedience Regulation Guidelines: 
“This book cannot cover all situations; nor can it substitute for common sense.” 

Those words also hold true for this Reference Chart Guideline. 

Glossary of Obedience Terms: 
Excused – “A dog must be excused any time there is aggressive behavior toward another dog, a dog that is lame, unfit to compete, if there 

is anything attached to it for medical or corrective purposes, bitch in season, handler who willfully interferes with another competitor/dog, 

a handler training/disciplining a dog in the ring, or a dog that is unable to be examined.” 

Released – “A dog must be released if it is not under the handler’s control. A dog will be released from performing the group exercise if  

it has non-qualified in the individual exercises. In the group exercise, in extreme cases, a dog that must be repositioned by its handler if it 
is out of position enough to interfere with an adjacent dog may be released. A dog must be released from the group exercise if it does not 
remain sitting during the first part. A dog may be released from competition in the class for misbehavior.” 

 



 

 

 
I came across this looking for something in my training files.  
Lori is now deceased--a terrific trainer from California.   
She showed in a number of Sherwood's Spring shows with her Shelties.  
She was a regular contributor to Front & Finish for many years. 
I think this is a good reminder for all of us who train and love our dogs. 
 

Submitted by, Linda Ruedy  
 

Top Ten Traits of Terrific Trainers 
 

Be REALISTIC about YOUR goals, your commitment to training, and your dog’s abilities 

based on breed, age, gender, physique and temperament. 

 

Be GENEROUS with playtime, attention, food, praise and touch.  Catch your dog being 

good! 

 

Be PROMPT with all of the above to ensure their association with behaviors you intend to  

reward.  Avoid non-contingent timing of any information or consequence. 

 

Be PATIENT in the face of errors (yours’s and the dog’s). If you make a mistake, the dog 

should never know it through your voice or posture.  If the dog is wrong, he should be 

informed clearly and quickly and be redirected. 

 

Be CREATIVE about managing the training environment in favor of success. 

 

Be CONSISTENT about your cues!  Train the correct responses: don’t change the cues 

unless there is something in your presentation that is confusing to the dog.  If you change 

something be specific! 

 

Be SENSITIVE to the dog’s physical and mental endurance and emotional state. 

 

Be AWARE of doggie reasons for failures and/ or displacement behaviors.  Don’t take 

them personally.  Stay calm, and find ways to make you point and remain in control. 

 

Be an ADMIRABLE LEADER.  Be humorous, fun, cleaver, cunning, strong, swift, 

encouraging, skilled, patient, fair, persistent, curious, surprising and dependable. 

 

Be RECEPTIVE enough as a student of dog behavior to see the messages within mistakes, 

and willing to modify YOUR behavior as needed to improve communication. 

 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

https://www.obedienceroad.com/blog/what-is-proofing 

What is Proofing? 
 

Benefits Of Mistakes Preparing to Show Proofing  / April 28, 2021 
 
This is Part 1 of a three-part series.  There is a video on the website 
 

Proofing Part I:  The is a video on the website 

 
One of the greatest frustrations for obedience competitors is failing. 

Not earning a green ribbon is a drag. 

Years ago, I had a dog that was very inconsistent. He would go from hero to zero overnight.  

I remember saying to him one day, as I was leaving an event, “You know, you can’t win if you 

don’t qualify.” 

There can be several reasons for inconsistent performances, but the one I want to talk about 

first is the crazy mistakes your dog’s make that cause you to come out of the ring and say, “He’s 

never done that before.” 

What if you could figure out how to prepare so well that simply didn’t happen to you anymore? 

What if you were so confident you would pass, that all you had to worry about was how to 

make your performance first-rate? 

I want to take a minute today to talk to you about the subject of Proofing. What in the world is 

“proofing?” I have developed a video to explain this subject for you. I hope you find it helpful. 

- Connie 

 
 
 

https://www.obedienceroad.com/blog?tag=benefits+of+mistakes
https://www.obedienceroad.com/blog?tag=preparing+to+show
https://www.obedienceroad.com/blog?tag=proofing


 

Is Clicker Training the Most Effective 
Way to Train Dogs?    

Editor note:  I love using a clicker when I have my 3rd or 4th hand available 

Is a word of praise as effective as a clicker sound for dog training? 
Stanley Coren, PhD., DSc., FRSC 
Posted April 5, 2017 |  Reviewed by Jessica Schrader 

I recently was a witness to a rather heated argument between two dog trainers about the 
relative effectiveness of "clicker training" compared to "marker training." After much noise 
and hand waving, it appeared that neither could provide convincing evidence and the 
issue was left unresolved. Fortunately, there is now scientific data that does answer the 
question and should settle their debate. 

For those of you who are not all that familiar with clicker training, it really is quite simple. It 
depends upon a little plastic toy that makes a clicking sound. The dog learns that 
whenever he hears that sound, a treat is coming immediately after. So, the dog sets 
about trying to produce behaviors that cause the trainer to sound that click, knowing that 
it will be followed by a reward. In so doing, the dog learns which behavior is wanted. 
Thus, the training sequence is quite simple: get the behavior; mark that behavior (with a 
click); reward the behavior. The more that the behavior is repeated and rewarded, the 
stronger that behavior becomes. To understand what is going on psychologically during 

clicker training, you should read this. (Link: 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/canine-corner/201603/is-there-something-
special-about-clicker-training-dogs) 

Marker training is exactly the same as clicker training, the only difference is that instead 
of using the clicker as a reward signal, you use some other signal. It might be a voice 
signal, such as "yes" or "good dog." When the basic concept behind this form of training 
was introduced to the general public by psychologist B. F. Skinner in a 1951 Scientific 
American article, he chose a clicking sound simply because it appeared to be more 
precise and was easily heard. However, according to Skinner himself, the marker doesn't 
even have to be a sound but could be some sort of visual signal, such as a light flash or a 
hand movement. 

Clicker training began to grow in popularity among dog trainers following the publication 
of Karen Pryor's book Don't Shoot the Dog in 1984. Her workshops and videotapes 
emphasized the use of the clicker and after a while, the presumption among dog trainers 
grew into a belief that the only form of truly effective marker training is when a click is 
used as a signal. Numerous dog training websites suggest that the use of a clicker is the 
"only" efficient way to train dogs for any kind of complex task. Meanwhile, a number of 
other dog trainers continue to side with psychologists who say that there is nothing 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/about-reviewed-by-pt-staff
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/canine-corner/201603/is-there-something-special-about-clicker-training-dogs


 

special about the clicking sound but any kind of signal that can be precisely delivered 
when the dog produced the wanted behavior will work as well as a training aid. 

Recently, a team of researchers headed by Cinzia Chiandetti of the University of Trieste 
decided to see if clicker training was the most effective way to teach dogs. They used a 
sample of 51 pet dogs, each of which was to be trained on a novel task and then also 
tested to see how well they generalized their learning (that is how they applied their 
learning to new situations which were new but somewhat similar). A group of 17 dogs 
was trained using a clicker and 17 were trained using a verbal reward marker, namely the 
word "bravo." When these investigators designed the study, they thought that a third 
group of 17 dogs would be trained using only a reward and no marker, but they later 
recognized that the dogs probably were responding to a visual signal, namely the bowing 
of the trainer when she moved forward and bent over to deliver the reward to the dog. 
Regardless of the marker used, all of the dogs were highly motivated because the reward 
was either a piece of sausage or cheese, depending on their preference. 

Training used a method called "shaping" or "successive approximations" in which the dog 
is rewarded for behaviors that get closer and closer to what they finally have to learn to 
do. The task they were learning was to open a plastic breadbox by pushing the handle up 
with their nose or muzzle. The dogs had up to three training sessions a day until they 
were able to open the breadbox eight out of 10 times in a row. 

The dogs were then retested a week later to see how much of the original learning they 
had retained. At this time, they were also tested on two other tasks that could be solved 
using the same motion of their muzzle and head. The simple test used a different colored 
breadbox that had the back removed (in other words very similar to the box used during 
training). The second test was somewhat more complex because the test apparatus was 
a different size and shape and made out of wood instead of plastic. 

All of the dogs successfully learned the basic task, and almost all of the dogs completed 
both the simple and the complex test tasks regardless of whether the marker was a 
clicker sound, a spoken word, or a visual signal. Because the experiment was being 
conducted to see which of these forms of markers produced the fastest and most efficient 
learning, these investigators looked at a number of different measures to determine the 
level of performance and rate of learning. These included the length of time taken in 
training and how many attempts each dog required for each of three different stages of 
learning, namely: to reach the first successful behavior (opening the box); to get from 
there to the criterion of 8 out of 10 correct in training; and to complete the simple and 
complex generalization tests. 

What these researchers found that there were absolutely no significant differences 
between the group that was trained using the clicker compared to the group who was 
trained using a word as a marker or sample of dogs who were trained using the visual 
signal of the trainer bending over as a marker. The researchers admit that this surprised 
them since they had been expecting some advantage due to the uniqueness and 
precision of the clicker sound. They summarize their results by saying, "Our study is  



 

 

consistent with previous works conducted in different laboratories with both dogs and 
horses … which, taken together, point toward no advantage in favor of the shaping 
method using one acoustic signal over another." In other words, the clicker sound and the 
word of praise produced exactly the same learning outcome. 

The data from this study suggest that when you are training dogs, you can go with your 
own personal preference and use a clicker or your voice and still expect the same degree 
of learning. Certainly, some people enjoy clicker training a lot and think that it is more fun 
than other methods. Those individuals will probably want to continue to use it. Others 
who want to hold the leash in one hand and use their other hand to guide the dog rather 
than to hold and operate a clicker, can now confidently expect that they will get the same 
learning outcomes by using a verbal marker such as "yes" or "bravo." 

When I described the results of this experiment to a dog trainer from Texas, she laughed 
and said, "I have worked out the perfect compromise. My marker to tell my dog that he 
has done the right thing is when I say the word 'click!'" 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Building a Bridge: From Training to Testing  
by Marsha Smith & Shalini Bosbyshell  

 

Learn how to work with your dog in the Three 
Modes of Training in order to build a bridge 
between your practice sessions and the obedience 
ring. The process consists of the motivational 
WOW mode, the Confidence Building mode, and 
the Testing mode. Three distinct ways of practicing 
with your dog will lead you both to a better 
understanding of your training and of each other. 
By keeping in mind, the simple formula: Dog Talent 
+ Human Talent + Time Spent Practicing = 
Training Results, you can tailor your performance 
goals to perfectly fit your unique abilities and 
potential. Throughout the book the reader is 
encouraged to tap into the natural empathy that 
we all possess and see training sessions from the 
dog's perspective 

https://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&field-author=Marsha+Smith+%26+Shalini+Bosbyshell&text=Marsha+Smith+%26+Shalini+Bosbyshell&sort=relevancerank&search-alias=books


 

Are Your Dogs safe!  
Remove foxtails from your yard and avoid walking in areas where foxtails grow! 
 
FOXTAILS: They are beautiful and appear harmless, but they can be lethal. 
 
SAFETY TIPS: If your pet is exposed to foxtails, do a thorough inspection afterwards: Brush coat, 
feel every part of body with hands. Look closely at ears, nose, eyes, underbelly, tail, behind, 
between toe pads, and underneath collar (foxtails burrow quickly & are hard to see). 
Check inside mouth & around lips. Leave NO body part unexamined! 
 
FOXTAIL SYMPTOMS: Continuous sneezing, pawing at & licking an infected area, violent shaking 
of head, frequently tilting head to the side, scratching at an ear incessantly, 
sores or abscesses, swelling, discharge, coughing, and limping. 
 
WHAT ARE FOXTAILS? Foxtail grass (also known as Wall Barley, Spear Grass & other names 
across the globe). is a type of grass with lethal seed awns (the fox tail- shaped tip of a grass blade 
containing seeds). Foxtails also refer to the tip of ANY grass going to seed that resembles a fox tail, 
many of these are a nuisance, but not lethal like Foxtail Grass. 
 
WHERE DO THEY GROW? "Foxtail is common all up and down the West Coast but has also 
spread across the country, according to the U.S. Forest Service, populating all but seven states: 
Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Louisiana, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia. It’s also found 
throughout most of Canada, as well as in some areas of Mexico. 
 
The weed tends to grow in grassland areas and is common along roadsides, trails, and areas that 
include human disturbance, such as dumps. It also grows well along the edges of salt marshes, on 
flatlands and Western prairies, and in irrigated meadows."—WHOLE DOG JOURNAL 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=324994475653347&set=a.192651738887622&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFwNHtTEmfW0laz2hG98hX-3thmwsgckD5p6MwS921quEqGDsVbYatbl2TGsqXJ7CtKJiWykboIzAMbdYWRSS-XPmLN-ZdYJXl4sSh69n5l2AS_I4v88vphqjl8oolq2MIy2NINMsuDrowMtd6moBx&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=324994475653347&set=a.192651738887622&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFwNHtTEmfW0laz2hG98hX-3thmwsgckD5p6MwS921quEqGDsVbYatbl2TGsqXJ7CtKJiWykboIzAMbdYWRSS-XPmLN-ZdYJXl4sSh69n5l2AS_I4v88vphqjl8oolq2MIy2NINMsuDrowMtd6moBx&__tn__=EH-R
https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=324994475653347&set=a.192651738887622&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZUFwNHtTEmfW0laz2hG98hX-3thmwsgckD5p6MwS921quEqGDsVbYatbl2TGsqXJ7CtKJiWykboIzAMbdYWRSS-XPmLN-ZdYJXl4sSh69n5l2AS_I4v88vphqjl8oolq2MIy2NINMsuDrowMtd6moBx&__tn__=EH-R


 

 

 

  

 

 

  

For sale:   

Jiffy Jump Bar and High jumps. $50.   

Two HJ panels have minor cracks  

(Covered with black tape) 

 

Carolyn Wray 

Cswray@comcast.net  
 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
GCH, CAN CH Sevens for all the Marbles, call name "Riker" won the Bernese Mountain Dog 
National by earning Best In Specialty Show (BISS) on May 15, 2021 in Estes Park 
Colorado.  He is only the 40th dog in the history of the Bernese Mountain Dog Club of 
America (BMDCA) to earn this recognition.  His father, BIS, MBISS GCHG CAN CH Villairn's 
Tag You're it, RN, NDD, TKA, call name "Tag" preceded him in this by winning the exact 
same thing at the Portland National in 2017.  This is the first time a father/son duo has ever 
won Best of Breed at a National Specialty.  Riker is owned and loved by Cheryl and Ron 
Vandlac, Stacy Slade and Carol Arbuthnot.  We are so incredibly proud of our beautiful boy! 
Submitted by: Cheryl Vandlac 

https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=5+Indoor+Games+to+Engage+Your+Dog%E2%80%99s+Brain+When+You+Can%E2%80%99t+Go+Out&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whole-dog-journal.com%2Flifestyle%2F5-indoor-games-to-engage-your-dogs-brain-when-you-cant-go-out%2F&via=Whole+Dog+Journal
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?text=5+Indoor+Games+to+Engage+Your+Dog%E2%80%99s+Brain+When+You+Can%E2%80%99t+Go+Out&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.whole-dog-journal.com%2Flifestyle%2F5-indoor-games-to-engage-your-dogs-brain-when-you-cant-go-out%2F&via=Whole+Dog+Journal


 

  

In May Moyen Poodle Cleese finished his BCAT and CA titles.  
He's a little guy and loves the chase whether on a 100 yd straightaway  
or 600 yd curving course.  
 
Submitted by:  Holly Thau 



 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SDTC Newsletter Advertising Policy 

➢ Advertisements for rehoming k9 equipment, etc. are always welcome.    

➢ Training programs and classes offered by members will be posted w a link to a website 

for members only [possibly under a column specifically designated for that purpose].  

➢ Advertising of puppies/litters will not be accepted 
 
 

We are looking for articles from our membership. 
• Do you have a brag or accomplishment? 
• Have you written an article that the membership could benefit from? 
• Know of an upcoming event?  Example:  Obedience trial, Scent trial, Specialty, 

Health clinic……. etc. 
 
 
 

darlenebrushwein@msn.com 


